
HEIDELBERG  
PALACE

Truly romantic: the world-famous ruins

Getting there

By public transport: from Heidelberg central station, take bus line 33 to the stop 
Bergbahn. Take the Bergbahn (funicular railway) to Schloss (Palace) station.

How to find us

HEIDELBERG PALACE
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     Opening times
Open all year round
Daily 8 am – 5.30 pm 
Palace interior may only be  
viewed as part of a guided tour

Deutsches Apothekenmuseum
(German Apothecary Museum)
APRIL TO OCTOBER
10 AM – 6 PM
LAST ADMISSION AT 5:40 PM
NOVEMBER TO MARCH
10 AM – 5:30 PM
LAST ADMISSION AT 5:10 PM

Permanent exhibitions
(Romanticism and Medieval 
exhibitions)
May only be viewed
as part of a special tour

     Guided tours
Daily every hour in German and 
English; 
Group tours by arrangement
special tours as per schedule 
and by arrangement 

     Admission
PALACE TICKET INCLUDING USE 
OF THE FUNICULAR RAILWAY, 
Great Tun, German Apothecary 
Museum 
· Adults	 € 5.00
· Concessions	 € 3.00 

�Guided tours (additional fee)
· Adult	 € 4.00
· Concessions	 € 2 .00
· Families	 € 10.00
· �Audio guide 

(in several languages)	 € 4.00
Groups of more than 20 
· per person	 € 3.60

Special tours (additional fee)
· Adults from	  € 5.00
· Concessions from 	 € 2 .50

     Disability access
Information is available at
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de /
disabilityaccess 

     Contact us 
Heidelberg Palace
69117 Heidelberg, Germany

Information Centre
Phone	� +49(0)62 21.65 888-0
Fax 	 +49(0)62 21.65 888-38
service@schloss-heidelberg.com

Heidelberg Palace Ticket Office
Phone	+49(0)62 21 .53 84 21
www.schloss-heidelberg.de /en
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More information

Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten  
Baden-Württemberg

Schlossraum 22 a 
76646 Bruchsal, Germany

Phone  +49(0) 72 51. 74 - 2770 
info @ ssg. bwl. de

www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de /en

Last updated: November 2011 
All information subject to change
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It would be hard to imagine a more striking location: set against 
the deep green forests on the north flank of Königstuhl hill, the red 
sandstone ruins tower majestically over the Neckar valley. From its 
lofty position, the palace’s silhouette dominates the old town centre 
of Heidelberg. 

The rich and eventful history of Heidelberg Palace began when the 
counts palatine of the Rhine, – later prince electors – established 
their residence at Heidelberg. First mentioned in 1225, this was 
destined to become one of the grandest palaces of the Renaissance. 

Architectural masterpieces of the Renaissance

Until the Thirty Years’ War, Heidelberg Palace boasted one of the 
most notable ensembles of buildings in the Holy Roman Empire. 
In brisk succession, the prince electors commissioned a series of 
imposing constructions: Gläserner Saalbau, Ottheinrichsbau, Fried‑
richsbau and Englischer Bau. Each one is a masterpiece of Renais-
sance architecture. Their magnificent façades create a resplendent 
frame for the courtyard.

The ravages of war and the forces of nature

In the late 17 th century, the palace was repeatedly attacked and 
ultimately destroyed by the French in the War of the Grand Alli-
ance. These catastrophic events are commemorated in a spectacular 
fireworks display, held several times each year. In 1764, after some 
makeshift repairs, the battered palace was heavily damaged again: 
this time by the forces of Nature, in the form of two devastating 
lightning strikes. The once-proud residence caught fire – and was 
left in ruins.

The palace and garden – myths and legends

The 19 th century brought a new wave of admiration: a sight both 
terrible and beautiful, the ruins epitomised the spirit of the Romantic 
movement. Heidelberg Palace was elevated to a national monument. 
The imposing edifice and its famous garden, the Hortus Palatinus, 
became shrouded in myth. The garden, the last work commis-
sioned by the prince electors, was never completed. Some remain-
ing landscaped terraces and other vestiges hint at the awe-inspiring 
scale of this ambitious project. In the 17 th century, it was cele‑ 
brated as the “eighth wonder of the world”. While time has taken its 
toll, Heidelberg Palace’s fame lives on to this day.

  �The ancestors of the palatine prince electors look down from 
the façade of Friedrichsbau  �A highlight of German Renaissance architecture: Ottheinrichsbau

  �In the 19 th century: Friedrichsbau with plasterwork ceilings 
as well as wooden and sandstone portals and archways

  �The palace buildings are adorned with sculptures: featured here, 
a statue of the Palatine Prince Elector Friedrich IV.

E ach year, Heidelberg Palace
 attracts around a million visitors 

from all over the world. Since the 
early 19th century, these impressive 
ruins have been synonymous with 
Romanticism.


