< CONTACT US
THE SEPULCHRAL CHAPEL OF THE
GRAND DUCHY

< OPENING TIMES
APRIL TO OCTOBER
THU 11 AM -2 PM

FRI2PM -5PM Klosterweg 11
SAT1PM-5PM 76131 Karlsruhe, Germany
SUNTPM-5PM e

BRUCHSAL PALACE
ADMINISTRATION

Phone +49 (0)7251 74-2661
Crypt may only be viewed as part Fax  +49(0)7251 74-2664
of a guided tour special tours as per  info@schloss-bruchsal.de

www.schloesser-und-gaerten.delen

< GUIDED TOURS

schedule and by arrangement

< ADMISSION

MAIN FLOOR OF THE CHAPEL

- ADULTS €2.00
- CONCESSIONS €1.00

< DISABILITY ACCESS

Information is available at
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/
disabilityaccess

Last updated: November 2011
All information subject to change

HOW TO FIND US
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GETTING THERE

By public transport: Take the tram to the marketplace (“Marktplatz”) and walk
from here to the Palace and Palace Gardens and then directly along the “Léirch-
enallee” (an avenue lined with larch trees) to the Sepulchral Chapel (approx. 1
km away from the Palace). Or taking the tram to the stop “Durlacher Tor” and
then taking bus number 30 from there to the stop “Biichiger Allee”.

MORE INFORMATION
Staatliche Schlésser und Girten
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A SIGNIFICANT MONUMENT IN THE REGION'S HISTORY

THE SEPULCHRAL CHAPEL
OF THE GRAND DUCHY
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The sepulchral chapel was modelled on the mausoleum in the park of

With an atmospheric setting
. the Hardtwald fOI'CSt, Charlottenburg Palace in Berlin. That mausoleum was constructed
the Sepulchral Chapel (Groftherzog-
liche Grabkapelle Karlsrube) is the

only edifice built during the Grand

in 1810 for Queen Luise of Prussia, the grandmother of the Grand
Duchess.

AN ARTISTIC AND ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE
The architect Friedrich Hemberger fashioned the red standstone
structure with the flourishes of early Gothic style. Spires, gargoyles

and dragons carved by the imaginative local sculptor Wilhelm

Duchy to survive the Second

World War unscathed.

Sauer decorate the building. Crowned by an impressive spire, the

chapel towers above the treetops, and can be seen from a distance.

Flooded with light, the interior of the main floor of the chapel

. features rows of columns, one of top of the other; the top row is
Located on the edge of the Fasanengarten in Karlsruhe, the mauso- ) ) ] )
. L, o L made from shimmering black labradorite. Here you can admire
leum is one of the region’s most significant historical monuments, , ] ] ]

o o angels’ heads carved from pale yellow limestone, decorative details
and it is the burial site of five of the total of seven Grand Dukes

such as friezes and capitals in the form of intertwined leaves and —
of Baden.

if you look very carefully — carved stone lizards. The transepts of the

) chapel are home to the three cenotaphs (empty tombs that act as
A PLACE OF PRIVACY FOR BADEN'S RULERS o PO ,
o Lo monuments) for Grand Duke Friedrich I, his wife Luise of Prussia
The mausoleum was commissioned by Grand Duke Friedrich I of . o
L . . . and their son Ludwig Wilhelm. These cenotaphs were created from
Baden and his wife, Luise of Prussia. They wanted their son, who ]
L . . white Carrara marble by the Karlsruhe sculptor Hermann Volz.
died in 1888, to rest in the “Secluded tranquillity of the woods”. Until

this time, the rulers of Baden had been buried in the Schlosskirche . . . .
) . . . . From the main floor of the church, a wide stairway leads down into
St. Michael (castle church of St Michael) in Pforzheim or in the crypt . . .
the crypt. This houses the three magnificent coffins of Prince Lud-
wig Wilhelm, Grand Duke Friedrich I and his wife Luise of Prussia,

as well as another 15 coffins of members of the house of Zihringen.

of the Karlsruber Stadtkirche (Karlsruhe town church) — places that
the Grand Duke and his wife could not visit without being on public
display. The discreet family chapel was a statement of the separation

between their public and private lives.

& Top: Its 19th-century architect was inspired by the High Gothic
style. The lower floor of the chapel with the grand ducal coffins.

& Left: A touching sight: three snowy-white marble cenotaphs are
located on the main floor of the chapel — pictured here that of
Prince Ludwig Wilhelm.

 Right: A mournful cherub: the grand ducal mausoleum was
designed with the greatest of care and attention, to the last detail.



