
Meersburg   
Prince’s Little House 

An idyllic Biedermeier-era treasure on Lake Constance

Getting there

By public transport: Use the bus routes from Ravensburg to Konstanz 
(Constance) via Meersburg or from Friedrichshafen to Überlingen/Konstanz 
(Constance) via Meersburg.
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MEERSBURG PRINCE’S LITTLE HOUSE

73947397
73737395
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Car ferry to
Constance (Konstanz)
/Staad District

Bus stop: 
“Kirche“ (Church)

73947397
73737395

  Opening times
PALM SUNDAY to end of October
�Tue – Sat 10 am to 12.30 pm
and 2 pm to 6 pm
�Sun and public holidays
2 pm to 6 pm
Mon only on public holidays

  Guided tours
On a regular basis

  Admission 
· Adults 	 € 5.00
· CONCESSIONS	 € 2 .50
· Families 	 € 12.50
Groups of more THAN 10
· per person	 € 4.50

  Disability access
Information is available at
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de /
disabilityaccess  

  Contact us 
Meersburg Prince’s Little House
Stettener Strasse 11 
88709 Meersburg, Germany

Information centre
Phone	+49(0)75 32 .60 88 
info@ fuerstenhaeusle.de 
www.fuerstenhaeusle.de /en

Last updated: November 2011 
All information subject to change

More information

Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten  
Baden-Württemberg

Schlossraum 22 a 
76646 Bruchsal, Germany

Phone  +49(0) 72 51. 74 - 2770 
info @ ssg. bwl. de

www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de /en



In an idyllic setting, nestled in the vineyards that overlook the upper 
part of Meersburg, is the Prince’s Little House. It offers captivat-
ing views across Lake Constance – to the peaks of the nearby Alps. 
The Prince’s Little House was constructed around the year 1600 
by the Canon of Constance Jacob Fugger, who later became the 
Prince-Bishop, and was used by the Prince-Bishops of Constance 
as a private refuge until the early 19th century, when much church 
property was officially annexed by the German states in the process 
known as “secularisation”.

THE POET’S “SWALLOW’S NEST” AND “GRAND APARTMENT”

The poet Annette von Droste-Hülshoff (1797 - 1848) eventually 
purchased the cottage and the surrounding vineyard at auction in 
1843. She was delighted with her purchase, calling herself a “grand 
estate owner” and dreaming of converting the cottage into a home 
for herself in her older years. She wrote letters to her friends and 
family in which she gushed about her “priceless gem”.

Biedermeier treasures

Droste-Hülshoff ’s heirs had the cottage converted into a memorial 
in 1923. The museum’s highlights include manuscripts, handwritten 
texts, early and first editions of her poems and personal possessions, 
such as jewellery and porcelain. It is also home to Droste-Hülshoff ’s 
Biedermeier writing desk, birthplace of many of her literary works. 
The lovingly decorated rooms convey a vivid image of life in the 
Biedermeier era, and offer a private, behind-the-scenes glimpse at 
the famous poet.

The historical Prince’s Little 
House (Fürstenhäusle) in Meers-

burg offers a breathtaking view of 
Lake Constance (Bodensee) and gives 
fascinating insight into the life and 
works of the famous poet Annette 
von Droste-Hülshoff.

  �The view of the lake is spectacular – and unchanged since 
Droste-Hülshoff ’s time

The rooms of the museum have been carefully and lovingly decora-
ted in a special way that provides an insight into the life of a noble 
woman and enable visitors to pay the famous poet a personal visit. 
The guided tours of the museum vividly bring the Annette von 
Droste-Hülshoff’s home environment back to life and contain a 
special highlight: a performance on the fortepiano. After all, Droste-
Hülshoff was not only a talented poet, but also a keen musician.

  Furniture, pictures and personal items breathe life 
     into the �world of the poet

  �Idyllically situated in the vineyards, the Prince’s Little House 
was once the property of the Prince-Bishops


