
ALLERHEILIGEN  
MONASTERY RUINS

Romantic ruins by a rushing waterfall

Getting there

By public transport: from Oppenau train station, take bus 7123.

More information

Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten  
Baden-Württemberg

Schlossraum 22 a 
76646 Bruchsal, Germany

Phone  +49(0) 72 51. 74 - 2770 
info @ ssg. bwl. de
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www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de /en

How to find us

  Opening times
Free access to grounds

  Guided tours
Tours by prior arrangement;  
 please contact Tourist Information 
office by telephone

  Admission
Free entry

  Disability access
Information is available at  
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de / 
disabilityaccess

  Contact us
Allerheiligen Monastery Ruins
77728 Oppenau, Germany

Tourist Information
Allmendplatz 3
77728 Oppenau, Germany
Phone	+49(0)78 04 .91 08  -  30 
Fax 	 +49(0)78 04 .91 08  -  32 
info@ oppenau.de
www.oppenau.de

Gaststätte Klosterhof  
Allerheiligen
Phone	+49(0)78 04 .12 00 
Fax 	 +49(0)78 04 .91 23 23

ALLERHEILIGEN MONASTERY RUINS

Last updated: November 2011 
All information subject to change
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ALLERHEILIGEN 
MONASTERY RUINS

Bus stop: 
Allerheiligen

         Allerheiligen

Oppenau
station

Oppenau

Ruhestein
B 500
Baiersbronn

7123

7123

K 5370



Set in a secluded valley in the Black Forest, Allerheiligen Monas-
tery was founded in the late 12 th century by Uta of Schauenburg.  
In 1657, the Premonstratensian monastery became an abbey and was 
updated in the Baroque style. Through the provision of pastoral care 
and a school run by monks, Allerheiligen exerted great religious and 
cultural influence over the surrounding region of the Black Forest. 

A scenic combination: nature and ruins

At the beginning of the 19 th century, much church property passed 
into the possession of German states. For Allerheiligen, as in many 
other places, this signified more than just the end of monastic life; 
buildings were used for other purposes and ultimately fell into disrepair. 

The route to Allerheiligen 
Monastery Ruins (Kloster‑

ruine Allerheiligen) takes you 
through nature at its most beau‑ 
tiful. Hidden in the depths of  
the Black Forest, near a cascading 
waterfall, the ruins enchant hikers  
and history enthusiasts alike. 

After a fire, approval was given to demolish the remaining structures. 
But the ruined monastery church soon won new fame: in the age of 
Romanticism, the atmospheric ruins, buried deep in the Black For-
est, suddenly regained appeal. The crumbling walls and broken arches 
became a symbol of bygone grandeur in unspoilt natural surroundings.  

After the nearby Büttenstein waterfall was made more accessible, 
Allerheiligen developed into a popular tourist attraction – with 
the author Mark Twain among the many visitors.

Allerheiligen offers a sublime juxtaposition of romantic ruins 
and stunning natural beauty: the path up to the former monas-
tery threads along a ravine, past the highest natural waterfalls in  
the Black Forest. 

After the climb, the Klosterhof inn provides a welcome opportunity 
for rest and refreshments. On the monastery grounds, visitors can 
view a permanent exhibition on the history of Allerheiligen, in 
a restored building. In summer, the site serves as a spectacular 
open-air theatre.
 

  �The permanent exhibition in a restored building gives visitors 
a glimpse into the monastery’s past

  �In solitary splendour: the former monastery is located in a valley 
in the depths of the Black Forest


