A OPENING TIMES
MONASTERY CHURCH

WINTER 8 AM — 5 PM

SUMMER 8 AM - 8 PM
INFORMATION CENTRE IN
ALTE ABTEI (OLD ABBEY) WITH
EXHIBITION (FREE ADMISSION)
MAY TO SEPTEMBER
TUE — SAT 11 AM - 4 PM

SUN 1 PM -6 PM

A GUIDED TOURS

MONASTERY CHURCH

MAY TO SEPTEMBER

SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS AT 3 PM
and by arrangement

(please contact the Catholic rectory)
SHORT GUIDED TOUR

OF THE MONASTERY

(APPROX. 1 HOUR)

LONG GUIDED TOUR

OF THE MONASTERY

(APPROX. 1.5 HOURS)

Free, donations welcome

NEUE ABTEI (NEW ABBEY)
Every day, by arrangement;
Special tours as per schedule
or by arrangement

A ADMISSION

NEUE ABTEI (NEW ABBEY)

- ADULTS €3.00
- CONCESSIONS €2.50
GROUPS

- OF 20 OR MORE
- OF 30 OR MORE
- OF 40 OR MORE €75.00

NEUE ABTEI (NEW ABBEY) AND
MONASTERY CHURCH

- ADULTS €4.00
- CONCESSIONS €3.50
GROUPS

- OF 20 OR MORE €70.00
- OF 30 OR MORE €85.00
- OF 40 OR MORE €95.00

A DISABILITY ACCESS
Information is available at

www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/
disabilityaccess

A CONTACT DETAILS
SCHONTAL MONASTERY

Rathaus

Klosterhof 1

74214 Schintal, Germany
Phone +49(0)79 43.9 10 00
Fax  +49(0)79 43.14 20
info@schoental.de
www.schoental.de

EDUCATIONAL VENUE AT
SCHONTAL MONASTERY

Phone +49(0)79 43.8 94-0
Fax  +49(0)79 43.8 94- 100
bildungshaus@kloster-schoental.de
www. kloster-schoental.de
CATHOLIC RECTORY

Phone +49(0)79 43.24 06

Fax  +49(0)79 43.84 12
klosterschoental@se-schoental.de
wwuw. klosterkircheschoental.de

Last updated: November 2011
All information subject to change
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GETTING THERE
Take bus 11 from the Mickmiihl train station and get off
at the stop Kloster.
MORE INFORMATION
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BAROQUE GEM AND GOTZ VON BERLICHINGEN'S BURIAL PLACE
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he Baroque Schontal abbey is

adorned with two towers —
unusually for a Cistercian monastery,
as this form of embellishment goes
against the order’s minimalist style.
This architectural touch symbolizes

the abbey’s power and prosperity.

Founded in 1157 by Cistercian monks from Maulbronn, Schéntal
Monastery (Kloster Schintal) is nestled in a truly idyllic location: on
the banks of the winding Jagst River — the Cistercians are known
for constructing monasteries in river valleys. The land was donated
by the house of Berlichingen in exchange for burial rights in the
cloister. To this day, the cloister’s east wing houses the remains of
Gétz von Berlichingen, also known as Gétz of the Iron Hand — the
legendary knight and central figure of the eponymous play by Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe.

A BAROQUE LANDMARK
After many prosperous years, the monastery was repeatedly plun-

dered and damaged during the wars in the 16th and 17th centuries.

R Gitz of the Iron Hand, the most famous member of the house
of Berlichingen, is buried here

B With its sweeping curves, the Baroque staircase in the Neue Abtei
appears to be dancing

However, it soon experienced a renaissance under Benedikt Knit-
tel, who served as abbot between 1683 and 1732. He played a key
role in shaping the monastery’s Baroque appearance. It was under
his leadership that Johann Leonhardt Dientzenhofer transformed the
Gothic monastery church into the Baroque masterpiece it is today,
and the palatial Neue Abtei (new abbey) with its grand Rococo stair-
case and magnificent banquet hall was constructed. The Ordenssaal
(order hall), featuring over 300 paintings of monks and nuns from

various orders dressed in their traditional habits, the cloister with

Gétz von Berlichingen's place of interment, and the Heilig-Grab-
Kapelle (Holy Grave chapel) on Kreuzberg hill are further highlights.

Since 1979, the Neue Abtei (new abbey) has housed the education
and training centre of the Diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart together
with the Catholic Bildungswerk (Educational Institute) Hohenlo-
hekreis .V, and the Landpastoral (Regional Pastoral Centre) of the
Schéntal Monastery. The Monastery is also home to Schéntal Town
Hall and a Waldschulheim (School Nature Camp).



